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The United States has been renowned as a cultural

“melting-pot.” As the demographics of the country

continue to shift, so they do in Des Moines. A nation

of immigrants brings cultural practices from all over

the world. To serve their own communities, many

businesses in Des Moines focus on cultural elements

such as food and fashion. However, it takes a diverse

Markeeta Brown operates Voila
Hair Salon in Merle Hay Mall.
Photo by Colson Thayer

set of customers to be successful in today’s economy.
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La Estrellita Fashion

Located on Easton Boulevard in Des Moines, La
Estrellita Fashion offers apparel of all kinds. They
sell party dresses, Colombian-style jeans, Western
outfits, dresses for prom or homecoming, shoes and
other clothes for special events. However, unique to
their business is their line of quinceafiera dresses.

Quinceafiera, the word derived from “quince”
meaning “15” in Spanish, is the celebration of a
girl’s 15th birthday. It recognizes her transition
to womanhood. Latino people across the world
commemorate this milestone event with a large and
often lavish celebration with friends and family.
Quinceafiera season typically takes place in the
summer — in Des Moines, April through October.

The dress is the focal point of the celebration. La
Estrellita Fashion operates year-round but sells most
of its dresses in the summer. Each dress reaches the
floor and is made with satin, lace and rhinestones.
La Estrellita offers a wide array of colors, sizes and
designs.

Quinceaferas often include a court of honor.
The celebrant’s peers serve as damas (dames) and
chambelanes (chamberlains) who also wear special
attire.

La Estrellita not only sells the dresses but full
sets dedicated to the events. Typically, quinceafieras
incorporate bouquets, a crown or tiara, pillow and
other elements. La Estrellita offers these in a package
or separately. Additionally, La Estrellita also owns a
venue on East Grand Avenue to hold an event. They
offer decorations and catering for those using the
venue for quinceafieras.

While Patricia Chavez serves the Latino
community in Des Moines, her business would not
survive without a diverse range of customers.

“I think if I don’t have African customers, I don’t
have the business,” she said.

Chavez relies on word of mouth to support her
business, as well as returning customers. Often, girls
who purchased their quinceafiera dress from her

come back for prom or homecoming dresses.

Europa Groceries

Europa Groceries along Merle Hay Road in Des
Moines has been in business for 18 years. The
original owners spent 15 years building its reputation
as a prime seller of European goods in the area.
When it was time for them to retire, they handed
over the business to their good friends. Today, Minka
Kajtazobic and her husband, son, daughter and her
fiancé operate and own the grocery store.

Europa Groceries carries a variety of products

directly sourced from Europe. Most of the goods

are from Kajtazobic’s home country of Bosnia and
former-Yugoslavia, but they have expanded to include
goods from Germany, Poland, Bulgaria, Hungary,
Ukraine, Russia, Greece and other countries. The
products they sell include packaged goods, candies,
chocolates, frozen and ready-to-eat meats, wine,
cheese, sodas and coffee.

“Bosnian people drink a lot of coftee,” Kajtazobic
shared. Along with the coffee, they sell coffee
drinking sets with pots and cups. Kajtazobic also has
a friend who makes cakes out of her home that she
sells in the store.

There are other European grocery stores in the
area, but Kajtazobic made a claim about the previous
owners, “They’re known for the longest time.” The
Kajtazobic family continues the success brought by
the original owners. Kajtazobic explained she does
not want much to change. Less than a year into their
ownership, the world was struck by COVID-19, but
the business stayed strong. Through the Internet and
word of mouth, the business sees new and old faces
every day. Kajtazobic explained that a lot of young
people in Des Moines come in to try new things, but
there are customers she sees almost daily.

“This store is not just for one type,” Kajtazobic
emphasized. That is the reason why her business
expands into other subcultures in Europe. While
Kajtazobic is from Bosnia and that is where her
expertise lies, she is more than willing to order
products for anyone. She and her husband will go out
to Chicago just to bring back a product they do not

carry.

La Estrellita Fashion sells dresses for quinceafiera and other special occasions. Ph
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Minka Kajtazobic with Europa Groceries. Photo by
Colson Thayer

Maccabee’s Kosher Deli

Rabbi Yossi Jacobson defined “kosher” as “fitting and
proper.” In Jewish culture, it is proper for a Jewish
person to eat kosher foods. Kosher animals and meats
are those that have split hooves and chew their food
twice. Cows, sheep and goats are examples of kosher
meats. Jacobson simplified it down to animals that do
not eat their prey, or “petting zoo animals.”

Kosher comes down to the processing that ensures
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Rabbi Yossi Jacobson owns Maccabee’s Kosher Deli.
Photo by Colson Thayer

the foods are fitting and proper. Kosher meats must
be slaughtered in the most humane way. Rabbis are
trained to slaughter with a clean, sharp knife and
drain all the blood out.

Jacobson owns Maccabee’s Kosher Deli on Polk
Boulevard in Des Moines and claims to be the
only kosher deli in the state of lowa. The business
is primarily an eatery but also sells groceries,
sandwiches, sides, Jewish staples and dabbles in
catering. However, no kosher processing is done in
house.

“I cheat; I just get it already made,” said Jacobson.
He sources his products from Agri Star, a kosher
processing house in Postville, Iowa.

While he himself is a kosher-practicing Jew, there
are many Jews who are not. Pew Research reported
that only 17% of U.S. Jews keep kosher in their
homes. Alternatively, Jacobson serves many customers
who are not Jewish but practice kosher. He said he
found about half of his customers are Jewish and half
are not.

“I don’t just rely on the Jewish community,” he
said.

Instead of viewing the deli as a business, he sees it
as a resource for both Jews and non-Jews.

“Many people feel this is not just a kosher deli,
but it’s such a welcoming arena for everyone to bring

their platform on my stage.”

Voila Hair Salon

African hair is generally characterized by its tightly
coiled, upward-growing nature. While some may
prefer to have their hair done by someone with

hair similar to their own, a lesson taught in beauty
school is “hair is hair.” No matter one’s ethnicity,
everybody’s hair is different. Markeeta Brown, owner
of Voila Hair Salon in Merle Hay Mall, operates her
salon with that lesson in mind.

Brown primarily serves Black customers — she
estimated that 90% of her customers are Black.
However, she will do anybody’s hair. Hairstyling
basics apply to all hair. To stay relevant and up to
date, Brown attends hair shows and online classes.

Brown has been a hairstylist since 2004, but this
is her third year at Merle Hay Mall. Her location in
the mall has helped her business grow. Mall walkers
often stop by and inquire. Sometimes they ask if she
only does Black hair, but she will assure them she can
do anyone’s.

Besides hairstyling, Brown sells hair care
products. She carries her own line of hair growth oil
and edge tamer.

“In Des Moines, there’s a lot of African American
hair stylists,” Brown said. Being in the field, she
knows the majority of hair stylists around the area.
However, in other areas, Brown is concerned there
may be a lack of stylists with knowledge about
African hair.

lowa Henna

When she was 14 years old, Divya Grimes visited
India with her family. When she arrived, her sister-
in-law wanted to show her something “cool.”

“We kind of joke, it just kind of not only seeped
into my skin but seeped into my brain,” Grimes
shared.

Her sister-in-law introduced her to henna,
the practice of temporarily staining skin with dye
prepared from plants. For 25 years, Grimes has solely
owned and operated her business Iowa Henna. Iowa
Henna uses natural henna as opposed to chemical
products. Grimes attends a wide variety of events,
festivals and celebrations to share her henna talent
with fellow Towans.

“I started off doing an Asian festival, and it just
expanded into one thing after another,” Grimes
explained.

Grimes offers to do henna for anyone older than
the age of 3. She also does face paint and sells sewn
clothes and other trinkets at her stand.

Grimes will do almost any design. She began
with traditional Indian designs she learned from
books, practicing until she could do them from

memory. Today, she asks her customers to challenge

her. At Capital City Pride 2022 in Des Moines, a

Divya Grimes enjoys experimenting with her non-
traditional henna designs. Photo courtesy of lowa Henna

customer asked Grimes to do a panda, and so she did
a red panda design.

“The coolest thing is with henna versus a real
tattoo — if I goof up, I can wipe it off and start
again,” she said.

More and more people recognize henna from
social media.

“Back then, I was explaining more than I was
actually doing it. Now it’s the opposite,” Grimes
reflected.

“It really pulls together all these different races
and cultures and people,” Grimes said. She has
friends online from all over the world who practice
henna. At the events she goes to, there is not only
one group of customers, but a variety of ages and
ethnicities.

Henna grows in China, India, the Middle
East and northern Africa. Each of these places
use different techniques and designs for different
purposes.

“In our Indian culture, we do it mostly for
weddings, and it’s to ward off the evil eye,” Grimes
said. Nowadays, henna appears at all sorts of events
including weddings, baby showers, music festivals,

small-town events and generally positive occasions. H
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——— COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE
COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS IN POLK COUNTY THROUGH JUNE 20, 2022

5128 MEREDITH DRIVE, DES MOINES
SALE DATE: 2022-05-19

SALE PRICE: $2,500,000

SELLER: MEREDITH DRIVE REFORMED
CHURCH

BUYER: MIZO CHURCH OF IOWA INC
SQUARE FEET: 33,701

ACRES: 7.044

1200 N.W. 36TH ST., ANKENY
SALE DATE: 2022-05-20

SALE PRICE: $856,870

SELLER: JORDI PROPERTIES LLC
BUYER: MJPD VENTURES LLC
SQUARE FEET: 0

ACRES: 1.582

751 SHERRYLYNN BLVD., PLEASANT HILL
SALE DATE: 2022-05-20

SALE PRICE: $60,000

SELLER: A&G PROPERTIES LC

BUYER: T&A GROUP LLC

SQUARE FEET: 0

ACRES: 0.282

1117 26TH ST., DES MOINES

SALE DATE: 2022-05-23

SALE PRICE: $139,250

SELLER: ANCHOR INVESTMENT GROUP LLC
BUYER: MUNOZ DE LA CRUZ, ALEJANDRO
JOSE

SQUARE FEET: 3,130

ACRES: 0.141

2170 E. FIRST ST., GRIMES

SALE DATE: 2022-05-23

SALE PRICE: $1,600,000

SELLER: KL RESTAURANT MIDWEST
PROPERTIES INC

BUYER: EDOTTO SLIMS 1 LLC
SQUARE FEET: 2,831

ACRES: 1.241

3505 S.W. NINTH ST., DES MOINES
SALE DATE: 2022-05-24

SALE PRICE: $39,900

SELLER: DANDA LLC

BUYER: A&B PROPERTIES INC
SQUARE FEET: 0

ACRES: 0.38

1614 E. GRAND AVE., DES MOINES
SALE DATE: 2022-05-25

SALE PRICE: $295,000

SELLER: 1614 EAST GRAND LLC
BUYER: USS GRAND LLC

SQUARE FEET: 2,238

ACRES: 0.241

4328 HUBBELL AVE., DES MOINES
SALE DATE: 2022-05-25

SALE PRICE: $565,000

SELLER: PAUL, MICHAEL K

BUYER: DIVERSIFIED ENTITIES LLC
SQUARE FEET: 6,008

ACRES: 1.69

SERVICE & REPAIR

When it comes to your home electrical
needs, you can count on us for:

« Lighting «» Kitchan and Bath Ramodaling
« Inspactions, mpairs - Technology and emtartalnmant
and malmtananca » and moral

1 E 1'r|.[:||:r Elacirie Co. E15-ZER-71H1
= wenirkcbyalachic.com
CnrmmrofNEE: St

2428 HUBBELL AVE., DES MOINES
SALE DATE: 2022-05-25

SALE PRICE: $6,175,000

SELLER: QUIKTRIP CORP

BUYER: FOXHILL DES MOINES LLC
SQUARE FEET: 5,745

ACRES: 1.871

114 N.W. NINTH ST., ANKENY

SALE DATE: 2022-05-25

SALE PRICE: $843,000

SELLER: TOP FARMS LLLP

BUYER: PHOEBE PROPERTIES LLC
SQUARE FEET: 6,277

ACRES: 0.617

NO ADDRESS LISTED

SALE DATE: 2022-05-26

SALE PRICE: $1,942,500

SELLER: RIVER POINT WEST LLC

BUYER: MERIDIAN AT GRAY’'S LANDING LLC
SQUARE FEET: 0

ACRES: 2.656

1549 VERMONT ST., DES MOINES
SALE DATE: 2022-05-26

SALE PRICE: $700,000

SELLER: DARLENE M THOMPSON
REVOCABLE LIVING TRUST
BUYER: VERMONT BUILDING LLC
SQUARE FEET: 10,950

ACRES: 0.552

5519 N.W. 88TH ST., JOHNSTON
SALE DATE: 2022-05-26

SALE PRICE: $190,000

SELLER: WESTFIELD COMMONS LLC
BUYER: WC JOHNSTON LLC
SQUARE FEET: 0

ACRES: 3.101

901 PARK AVE., DES MOINES
SALE DATE: 2022-05-31

SALE PRICE: $125,000
SELLER: LAMBERT, GARY
BUYER: DENNE, TODD
SQUARE FEET: 480

ACRES: 0.114

7700 FLEUR DRIVE, DES MOINES

SALE DATE: 2022-05-31

SALE PRICE: $350,000

SELLER: FLEUR PROPERTIES LC

BUYER: JW CONGREGATION SUPPORT INC
SQUARE FEET: 0

ACRES: 2.417

2501 WESTOWN PARKWAY, UNIT 6000,
WEST DES MOINES

SALE DATE: 2022-06-02

SALE PRICE: $319,900

SELLER: GREENSTATE CREDIT UNION
BUYER: CURLY TOP LLC

SQUARE FEET: 0

ACRES: 0.895
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1000 73RD ST., UNIT 5,
WINDSOR HEIGHTS

SALE DATE: 2022-06-03

SALE PRICE: $280,000
SELLER: O E JOHNSON & SON
COMPANY

BUYER: EARL GREYACRE LLC
SQUARE FEET: 3,550

ACRES: 0.277

1200 KEOSAUQUA WAY,
DES MOINES

SALE DATE: 2022-06-06
SALE PRICE: $1,300,000
SELLER: QUIKTRIP CORP
BUYER: 1200 KEO WAY LLC
SQUARE FEET: 5,390
ACRES: 1.599

611 16TH ST., DES MOINES
SALE DATE: 2022-06-06

SALE PRICE: $1,100,000
SELLER: MURILLO FLATS LLC

[— L =t

e ) E———

The sale of the Des Moines Social Club’s former facilities was recently finalized. The club
first opened its headquarters in 2014 to promote the arts and community enrichment.
Following financial woes, their building was listed for sale in early 2021. After a Kansas
City buyer backed out of a $3.1 million deal last fall, the renovated art deco-style historic
firehouse was sold to Dingle Properties LLC and Millang Properties LLC for $2.3 million.
Todd Millang is part-owner of local Latin restaurant Malo, located on the first floor of the

BUYER: ROCK STREET PROPERTIES building. Paul Rottenberg, president of Orchestrate Hospitality, which manages Malo,

LLC
SQUARE FEET: 8,912
ACRES: 0.4

confirmed the restaurant will remain in its current location. Des Moines Firefighters Union
Local 4 plans to lease space in the building to be used as a union hall. Other discussions for
future development have included office space, events space and a coffee shop.

900 MULBERRY ST., UNIT 4, DES MOINES
SALE DATE: 2022-05-31

SALE PRICE: $2,300,000

SELLER: DMSC BUILDING

BUYER: MILLANG PROPERTIES LLC
SQUARE FEET: 24,432

ACRES: 0.911

202 N.W. COLLEGE AVE., ANKENY

SALE DATE: 2022-06-07

1801 INDUSTRIAL CIRCLE, WEST DES MOINES 755 W. BRIDGE ROAD, POLK CITY

SALE PRICE: $1,024,000 SALE DATE: 2022-06-07 SALE DATE: 2022-06-09
SELLER: D&L BANH RESIDENTIAL HOUSING SALE PRICE: $3,300,000 SALE PRICE: $650,000
COOPERATIVE SELLER: BARKER LEMAR PROPERTY SELLER: LUANA SAVINGS BANK
BUYER: JORDI PROPERTIES LLC MANAGEMENT INC. BUYER: SAMCAT HOLDINGS LLC
SQUARE FEET: 8,704 BUYER: HURD INDUSTRIAL CIRCLE LLC SQUARE FEET: 3,216
ACRES: 0.975 SQUARE FEET: 27,668 ACRES: 1.08

ACRES: 4.083

/O

SUNTEX  WITHA
BOAT RENTAL

SAYLORYILLE LAKE MARINA

ADVENTURE!

AT SAYLORVILLE!

3701 86TH ST., URBANDALE

SALE DATE: 2022-06-09

SALE PRICE: $16,250,000

SELLER: URBAN TOWN CENTER LLC
BUYER: TL URBAN TOWN CENTER LLC
SQUARE FEET: 124,759

ACRES: 12.897
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Borrower Name City County Cong. District $ Amount _Jobs Created  Jobs Retained Existing Jobs  New Vs. Existing Business Type

UNITED TREE SERVICE CENTERVILLE APPANOOSE 02 $16,000 1 1 1 NEW BUSINESS Landscaping Services

Maynard Tree Service EXLINE APPANOOSE 02 $160,000 4 4 4 EXISTING BUSINESS Landscaping Services

Kyra Blix LLC Cedar Falls BLACK HAWK 01 $270,000 16 1 1 NEW BUSINESS Beauty Salons

lowa Pump & Compressor, Inc. Cedar Falls BLACK HAWK 01 $260,000 4 2 2 NEW BUSINESS Commercial and Industrial Machinery and Equipment
(except Automotive)

JS Builders LLC CEDAR FALLS BLACK HAWK 01 $100,000 0 1 1 EXISTING BUSINESS Roofing Contractors

DCP Properties LLC CLINTON CLINTON 02 $117,000 1 0 0 NEW BUSINESS Other Activities Related to Real Estate

RailRock, LLC DENISON CRAWFORD 04 $475,000 0 4 4 NEW BUSINESS Other Building Material Dealers

Batz Pizza, LLC PERRY DALLAS 03 $597,000 20 2 16 EXISTING BUSINESS Limited-Service Restaurants

Manchester Furniture Mart, LLC MANCHESTER DELAWARE 01 $275,000 1 5 5 EXISTING BUSINESS N/A

Coppes Chiropractic, Pc Burlington DES MOINES 02 $325,000 4 1 1 NEW BUSINESS Offices of Physicians (except Mental Health
Specialists)

Land Group, L.L.C. Charles City FLOYD 04 $248,000 2 0 12 EXISTING BUSINESS Roofing, Siding, and Insulation Material Merchant
Wholesalers

Pampered Pets LLC KANAWHA HANCOCK 04 $275,000 7 0 14 EXISTING BUSINESS Pet Care (except Veterinary) Services

Ishika Hospitality, Inc North Liberty JOHNSON 02 $1,055,000 0 8 8 NEW BUSINESS Hotels (except Casino Hotels) and Motels

Luke & Sarah Home Improvements LLC SOLON JOHNSON 02 $150,000 5 5 1 NEW BUSINESS Residential Remodelers

Dave's Place, LLC KEOKUK LEE 02 $1,408,100 O 20 20 EXISTING BUSINESS Homes for the Elderly

El Bajio 2, Inc. Cedar Rapids LINN 01 $600,000 25 2 2 NEW BUSINESS Full-Service Restaurants

e406 Inc, MARION LINN 01 $1,170,000 2 3 4 NEW BUSINESS Farm Machinery and Equipment Manufacturing

Garrett Neville UTE MONONA 04 $193,000 0 2 2 EXISTING BUSINESS General Freight Trucking, Local

Pearl City Chiropractic, LLC MUSCATINE MUSCATINE 02 $405,000 1 6 6 NEW BUSINESS Offices of Chiropractors

Progressing Poky, LLC POCAHONTAS POCAHONTAS 04 $680,000 10 0 1 NEW BUSINESS Full-Service Restaurants

T &K Ventures Il LLC Ankeny POLK 03 $760,000 50 2 2 NEW BUSINESS Full-Service Restaurants

360 Medspas, LLC Ankeny POLK 03 $596,700 2 5 5 NEW BUSINESS Offices of All Other Miscellaneous Health
Practitioners

Midwest Meal Prep, LLC Ankeny POLK 03 $156,500 3 8 8 NEW BUSINESS Limited-Service Restaurants

SARA HOPKINS REAL ESTATE, LLC Des Moines POLK 03 $183,000 0 0 0 EXISTING BUSINESS Offices of Real Estate Agents and Brokers

Anderson Heemstra, LLC DES MOINES POLK 03 $50,000 0 2 2 EXISTING BUSINESS Metal Coating, Engraving (except Jewelry and
Silverware), and Allied Services

Prime Pest Control of Nevada LLC URBANDALE POLK 03 $1,201,000 2 6 1 NEW BUSINESS Exterminating and Pest Control Services

You First Holding LLC URBANDALE POLK 03 $100,000 0 6 18 NEW BUSINESS Used Household and Office Goods Moving

Salon Amavi Urbandale POLK 03 $50,000 1 1 1 EXISTING BUSINESS Beauty Salons

Global Brothers Davenport LLC Davenport SCOTT 02 $2,049,000 15 0 40 NEW BUSINESS Hotels (except Casino Hotels) and Motels

B5Branding LLC Ames STORY 04 $162,000 2 2 2 NEW BUSINESS Commercial Screen Printing

Sugared Magnolia Cafe, LLC Ames STORY 04 $105,000 7 2 2 NEW BUSINESS Limited-Service Restaurants

Milton Creamery, LLC MILTON VAN BUREN 02 $1,750,000 0 31 31 EXISTING BUSINESS Creamery Butter Manufacturing

Milton Creamery, LLC Milton VAN BUREN 02 $1,495,000 1 31 31 EXISTING BUSINESS Creamery Butter Manufacturing

Milton Creamery, LLC Milton VAN BUREN 02 $1,000,000 0 31 31 EXISTING BUSINESS Creamery Butter Manufacturing

Underground Barbell OTTUMWA WAPELLO 02 $130,000 1 1 1 EXISTING BUSINESS Fitness and Recreational Sports Centers

Fox Ridge Farm, Inc. Cumming WARREN 03 $1,812,000 135 0 133 EXISTING BUSINESS Apple Orchards

Fox Ridge Farm, Inc CUMMING WARREN 03 $677,600 35 0 8 EXISTING BUSINESS All Other Miscellaneous Crop Farming

Fox Ridge Farm, Inc CUMMING WARREN 03 $500,000 35 0 8 EXISTING BUSINESS All Other Miscellaneous Crop Farming

SalesGiant, LLC RIVERSIDE WASHINGTON 02 $114,000 4 6 7 NEW BUSINESS All Other Business Support Services

MIDDLEBROOK AUTO & COLLISON LLC CORYDON WAYNE 02 $200,000 5 5 5 EXISTING BUSINESS General Automotive Repair

Stone Ave Properties, LLC Sioux City WOODBURY 04 $593,000 0 5 5 NEW BUSINESS Hotels (except Casino Hotels) and Motels
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